
Day 6: Read excerpt from Life of Pi “How I Got My 
Name” 
 
 
 
CHAPTER 3 I was named after a swimming pool. 
Quite peculiar considering my parents never took to 
water. One of my father's earliest business contacts 
was Francis Adirubasamy. He became a good friend 
of the family. I called him Mamaji, mama being the 
Tamil word for uncle and ji being a suffix used in 
India to indicate respect and affection. When he 
was a young man, long before I was born, Mamaji 
was a champion competitive swimmer, the 
champion of all South India. He looked the part his 
whole life. My brother Ravi once told me that when 
Mamaji was born he didn't want to give up on 
breathing water and so the doctor, to save his life, 
had to take him by the feet and swing him above his 
head round and round. 


