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Restoration Vocabulary
12% Grade British Literature
Swift, Pope, and Johnson

abhorrence (ab hor’ ons) n., loathing. On the playground, the elementary school boys
and girls eved each other with abhorrence.

abeminate (o bdm'a na  t') wr., dislike very much. 7 abominate stinginess, particularly
in the wealthy.

acute (0 kyo—ot") adj,, keenly intelligent. The acute child learned fo played chess simply
by waiching others.

avail (ava 1) vi, v, be of use, help. 7 hope the volunteer corps can avail the
overworked hospital staff.

compulsion (kom pul” shan) 22, coercion, driving force. Fear of being caught, rather
than a genuine sense of remorse, was the thief’s main compulsion for turning himself in.
contriver (kon triv'ar) ., one who plans. The principal demanded the name of the
contriver who led the group of vandals.

desolation (des 'ala  “shen) n, ruin. In the fornado’s wake, the tiny town was left in
desolation.

detract (de trakt) vi., take or draw away. Do you think the mural’s secluded location
detracts from its impact on the public?

disposition (dis " po zish’ an) n,, tendency, habit. / hope you don’t have a disposition for
lardiness because this job requires prompiness.

drudge (druj) n., person who does tedious work. 7he assembly-line work made her feel
like a drudge. .

entail (enta 1) vz, require. In the job interview, the supervisor explained that the job
entailed organizational skills.

ery (_1) vi., be wrong. Did I err in calling vou so late at night?

hither to (hith’ar to—o0) adv., until this time. The sprinter’s world record was hitherto
unchallenged.

insolence (in” so lens) n., disrespect, contempt. The teacher reprimanded the rowdy
student’s insolence.

lenity (len'ste ) n, leniency; mildness. Activists criticize the lenity of the state’s
sentencing guidelines.

perpetual (por pech” o—o ol) adj,, lasting forever. The swinging pendulum demonstrates
the theory of perpetual motion.

procure (pro  'kyo or’) vt obtain. The art gallery has procured a rare painting by
Vincent Van Gogh.

scruple (scro—o'pal) 7., qualm about something one feels is wrong. Her scruples would
not allow her (o lie to her parenis.

stipulate (stip’ yo—ola  t) vi., specify conditions of an agreement. Does the lease
stipulate when rent should be paid?

veneration (ven'ora ‘shon) z., deep respect. Many cultures have special ceremonies to
show veneration for their ancestors.
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